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400,000 Kosovars are in Albania, Macedonia,
and Montenegro.

The worsening instability in Kosovo di-
rectly threatens peace in the region. We will
continue to intensify our actions to achieve
the objectives I described in my report to
the Congress of March 26 and to support
the international relief efforts being con-
ducted in the region. I have directed U.S.
military forces to deploy to Albania and Mac-
edonia in order to support humanitarian dis-
aster relief operations for the Kosovar refu-
gees. These relief efforts will include deliv-
ering food and supplies, constructing shel-
ters, providing coordination and assisting in
logistics movement of displaced persons and
relief supplies, and when necessary, pro-
viding protection for displaced persons and
relief supplies. As a force protection meas-
ure, the U.S. military forces will be equipped
for combat.

Separate from this effort, I have also or-
dered additional U.S. forces to Albania.
These forces consist of rotary wing aircraft,
artillery, and tactical missile systems and will
be stationed in Albania to provide a deep
strike task force to enhance NATO’s ability
to conduct effective air operations in the
FRY. Approximately 2,500 soldiers and avi-
ators will deploy as part of this task force.
The mission of the force does not include
deploying into the FRY.

It is not possible to predict how long either
of these operations will continue. The dura-
tion of the deployments depend upon the
course of events in Kosovo, and in particular,
on Belgrade’s conduct with respect to its
campaign of ethnic cleansing and the dura-
tion of the threat posed to peace and security
in the region. It is our objective to transfer
responsibilities for the relief effort to other
organizations over time, and to redeploy
those U.S. forces, in all circumstances, as
soon as the situation permits.

I have taken these actions pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive. In doing so, I have
taken into account the views and support ex-
pressed by the Congress in S. Con. Res. 21
and H. Con. Res. 42.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed,

consistent with the War Powers Resolution.
I appreciate the continued support of the
Congress in this action.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony
for Premier Zhu Rongji of China
April 8, 1999

Premier Zhu, Madam Lao, members of
the Chinese delegation, distinguished guests.
Premier Zhu, welcome to the White House
and welcome to the United States. Your visit
is an important event in the long relations
between our people, a relationship that spans
nearly the entire history of the United States.
Before this city even existed, even before our
Constitution was signed, China granted our
newly independent Nation equal standing
with the powers of Europe.

In the late 18th century, it took a ship sail-
ing out of Boston over a year to make the
voyage to China and back. Today, our people
can communicate back and forth in less than
the time needed to speak this sentence. But
better communication has not always
brought better comprehension.

We have done great things together, and
we have disagreed on many occasions. For
over two decades in this century, we had no
conversations at all. That was not healthy for
either China or the United States.

At the dawn of a new century, we now
recognize that our interests coincide on many
issues and diverge on some others but that
we have a fundamental responsibility to
speak with candor and listen with an open
mind. And certainly, we can agree that China
and the United States can best achieve our
hopes in the next century if we continue to
build a constructive strategic partnership, a
relationship that allows us to make progress
on the issues that matter to our people.

Those issues include stopping the spread
of deadly weapons, building a secure and sta-
ble Asia-Pacific region, ensuring free and fair
trade under international rules, promoting
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economic growth while protecting the envi-
ronment, embracing the universal principles
of political freedom and human dignity.

Mr. Premier, under your leadership, China
has pursued wise economic policies, striving
to maintain growth, low inflation, a stable
currency. You have fought hard against cor-
ruption, reinvented your government to
make it more efficient, and reformed state-
owned enterprises.

China’s stability during the Asian eco-
nomic crisis has been crucial to Asia’s hopes
for a recovery. That has been good for mil-
lions of Asians who depend upon China’s
economic health and for millions of Ameri-
cans, from small investors to farmers to peo-
ple who work for the many companies doing
business in China. America has a stake in
China’s success, in a China that has overcome
the challenges it faces at home, a China that
is integrated into the institutions that pro-
mote global norms on proliferation, trade,
and the environment, a China that respects
human rights and promotes peace.

I am grateful for the Premier’s visit, fol-
lowing up on President Jiang’s visit here and
my visit to China. I am very grateful for the
opportunity it gives to both of us to address
our potential and our differences in an hon-
est, open, realistic manner.

Mr. Premier, I hope you and the American
people learn a lot from each other as you
travel across our Nation and speak in your
candid, forthright way. I look forward to our
discussion this morning. And again I say, wel-
come, you are very welcome to the United
States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, where Premier
Zhu was accorded a formal welcome with full mili-
tary honors. In his remarks, he referred to Premier
Zhu’s wife, Lao An, and President Jiang Zemin
of China. The transcript made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of Premier Zhu.

The President’s News Conference
With Premier Zhu
April 8, 1999

President Clinton. Good afternoon.
Please be seated. Premier Zhu and members

of the Chinese delegation, I want to thank
you again for coming to the United States.
It is important for the leaders of America
and China to meet regularly.

Today we were able to make progress in
areas that benefit both the American and
Chinese people. We had the chance to speak
directly and openly on matters where we
have disagreements. We reviewed our ongo-
ing efforts to enhance the security of both
our nations and to build world peace and sta-
bility in our efforts to seek peace on the Ko-
rean Peninsula, to work with India and Paki-
stan to curb their nuclear competition, to join
in adherence to international agreements
limiting the spread of weapons of mass de-
struction.

In that regard, let me say I hope that both
our nations soon will ratify the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty to end all nuclear test-
ing.

We also discussed our common efforts to
increase prosperity for both our nations. Eco-
nomics is Premier Zhu’s primary portfolio.
With his leadership, China’s economy has
withstood Asia’s financial turmoil and helped
to mitigate its impact on other nations in the
region. Now, with Asia’s recovery underway
but regional growth still fragile, Premier Zhu
has been squarely addressing China’s tough-
est economic challenges: reforming state-
owned industries and financial institutions,
rooting out corruption, bringing China into
the information age, and expanding inter-
national trade. These efforts will benefit
China and its trading partners, including
America’s businesses, workers, and farmers.

Our nations also will benefit from new co-
operative initiatives we have agreed upon in
recent days to develop a private housing mar-
ket in China, to create a U.S.-China dialog
on job training and labor rights, to support
clean energy projects in China. Today we will
sign a civil aviation agreement that will dou-
ble passenger and cargo flights between our
countries, bringing jobs and economic activ-
ity to both.

And after extensive efforts by our nego-
tiators, China has agreed to direct all its gov-
ernment agencies to use only licensed com-
puter software, which will greatly assist our
software industry in China, now the world’s
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